
missing portion of his ear (which makes 
him look even cuter), the only evidence of 
his experience is an occasional cough and 
his raspy purr, which is nearly constant 
because he is such a happy boy.  Simon 
was adopted to a wonderful couple who 
also adopted Simon's friend, another foster 
kitten named Wilson.

Fall 2015

Second Chance Animal Rescue is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization dedicated to rescuing, caring for and placing 
homeless dogs and cats. We educate the public on respect for all animal life, including the importance of spaying and neutering in 
order to reduce the number of healthy animals euthanized.

Second Chance 
  Animal Rescue

A stray kitten was 
brought into 

animal control, and it 
appeared he had been 
in some type of fire.  At 
first sight, he looked 
pretty pitiful.  His fur 
was singed on one side 
of his body, he had burn 
marks on his face, and 
one of his ears was partly 
burned and ready to fall off.  We named 
the little guy Simon.  Despite his rough 
beginning in life, Simon immediately 
made it obvious how very grateful he was 
to have someone care for him.  He purred 
the second you pet him and sometimes he 
even purred in his sleep.  He loved being 
around people right from the start, quickly 
becoming a little shadow to his foster 

Simon Recovers and Flourishes

After

Before

mom.  He got 
along with the 
other cats in his 
foster home and 
enjoyed racing 
around the house 
and cuddling with 
them.  

Even though 
Simon acted like 
a normal kitten, 

we were still concerned with his deep 
cough.  We brought him to a veterinarian 
for x-rays and tests.  It was recommended 
that we try him on a couple medications 
for his breathing.  With medication, time, 
and TLC, Simon’s cough is now almost 
gone.  He doesn’t seem to mind it and it 
doesn’t slow him down.  Simon’s burns 
have long since healed and, other than the 

control supervisor would go in and talk to 
him as often as she could hoping she could 
break through his fear and win his trust, 
but he continued to tremble and remained 
glued to the corner of his kennel.  When 
people tried getting close to him, he would 
growl and, being a stray 80 pound dog with 

Second Chance Out and About

Grant Helps Low-Income and More

In 2015, we provided another grant to
Minnesota Spay Neuter Assistance 

Program (MN SNAP) to help spay/neuter 
more animals of low-income people in 
Minnesota.  We also helped with a targeted 
area in St. Paul with a spay/neuter and 
vaccination clinic.  Over the years, Second 
Chance has not only altered all animals we 
adopt out, but we have helped hundreds of 
Minnesota citizens who cannot afford to 
spay/neuter or vaccinate their own animals.  
We are pleased to be able to provide 
funding for such a necessary service.

This year we held our annual garage
sale which raised $2,000 for the 

animals!  We attended many local fairs and 
events, including Pet-a-Palooza, two Pause 
4 Paws’ events, a healthy living event, 
and our monthly adoption days at Petco in 
Roseville.  Several businesses invited us 
to participate in their events, others helped 
us raise funds via facebook or at their 
businesses, several people held donation 
drives for the animals, and we were 
interviewed on a local cable show. 

A local animal control officer was 
called because of a dog fight taking 

place in the yard of the caller’s neighbor.  
When animal control arrived, they saw 
a large black Lab in an outdoor kennel.  
They were told by the property owner that 
the dog trespassed into their yard and the 
two resident dogs attacked the Lab.  The 
animal control officer approached the 
Lab to get a leash on him and found that 
the dog was terrified, traumatized, badly 
injured, and crouching in the corner of 
the kennel.  He needed to use a control 
pole to get the dog loaded into the truck.  
When they got to the animal control 
facility, the Lab was put into a kennel and 
again crawled into a corner and trembled.  
Daniel, as we later named him, had several 
puncture wounds on his body and his left 
ear was badly torn. The staff gave him 
antibiotics in canned food to prevent an 
infection as he wouldn’t let anyone close 
enough to look at his injuries.  Throughout 
the next week, people tried to work with 
him and tried to get him to approach them 
but he would have none of it.  The animal Daniel's story continued on next page

Daniel – The Power of Patience and Roast Beef



he slowly began to relax.  Two hours of 
patience and roast beef had broken through 
his fear. 

Daniel then came into our program 
where he received his veterinary work and 
went into a foster home to recover.  He 
was one year old and turned out to be a 
handsome guy once he was cleaned up and 
treated for his injuries.  We were concerned 
about how Daniel would relate to other 
dogs given the attack he suffered but, not 
to worry, he instantly met and liked the 
foster’s dog with no problem and was also 
fine with all of the other dogs he met.  He 
was a typical friendly, rambunctious Lab.  
His foster said he had a forgiving nature.  
After only one month in foster care, Daniel 
was adopted into his forever home.

“We can judge the heart of a man according to his love for animals." 
       — Immanuel Kant

a questionable temperament, no one went 
any further.  His time was up, he wasn’t 
claimed by anyone, and he did not appear 
to be a dog who could go into rescue.

Second Chance’s dog coordinator 
had been observing him and wanted to 
try another tactic.  Her hope was that he 
wasn’t aggressive, only terrified. She 
bought some deli roast beef and, along 
with the animal control supervisor, the 
two decided to sit on the floor outside of 
his kennel and talk to him softly while 
throwing him small pieces of meat in the 
kennel.  At first, he wouldn’t take it but 
then he decided to taste the beef.  Over a 
long period of time, the meat was tossed 
closer to the kennel door, then the door 
was opened, which scared him and put 

Lexi Survives Being Hit by a Car
the hope that Lexi would regain the use of 
the leg.  Great news – Lexi was no longer 
crawling and could run and jump without 
pain!  She was introduced to the resident 
cats and became 
inseparable with 
one of the boys 
who took her in 
and showed her 
how to have fun.  
Then, only a few 
weeks later, Lexi 
was adopted into 
her forever home 
with a loving 
mom and two feline brothers.  

A 6 month old black 
kitten came into 

our program as an injured 
stray from animal control.  
Someone brought her in 
and said she had been hit 
by a car.  It was obvious 
she was not doing well 
so we had x-rays taken 
which showed a complete 
fracture of her pelvis.  
The vet recommended a 
few more weeks of rest to see if she (now 
named Lexi) could put more weight on 
her legs but, unfortunately, her limp and 
pain only got worse.  We had a specialist 

Before

look at the x-rays and it was 
determined the best course 
of action was to remove the 
femoral head of her right hip 
because the pelvis could not 
be repaired.  If successful, 
this would give Lexi the best 
chance of being a normal 
cat who could run and play 
again, rather than crawl.  
The surgery was performed 
and Lexi went through a 

long recovery with a few setbacks.  Her 
foster moms took excellent care of her 
which included range of motion therapy 
on Lexi’s leg every day for a few weeks in 

After

Carley was one of five
dogs transported one 

day to Second Chance from a 
Reservation in South Dakota.  
The SD Fish and Game Dept. 
had just completed a “round-
up” where strays are captured 
and impounded.  Many of 
these dogs were not claimed 
by anyone so attempts were 
made to find rescue.  One 
of the dogs we took was 
not using her back leg so she was quickly 
examined and x-rays showed a broken 

Carley’s Reservation Rescue

Daniel's story continued from front page

him back in his corner, but he gradually 
approached the front of the kennel again 
to get the meat.  He was focusing on the 
supervisor who had been talking to him 
throughout the week.  Next, the meat was 
tossed outside the kennel and he finally 
stepped out.  More feeding outside of the 
kennel.  Next, the supervisor held out her 
hand to him with a large piece of roast 
beef and he took it!  She kept feeding him 
smaller pieces until he touched her hand 
to get a small piece at which time she 
began to scratch his chin.  Then the miracle 
happened - Daniel rested his chin on her 
hand and allowed himself to be petted!  We 
reached a breakthrough!  He allowed her to 
put a leash over his neck and lead him out 
of the kennel room into her office where 

 “We should have respect for animals because it makes better human beings of us all.”
— Dr. Jane Goodall

femur, which appeared to be 
caused by a puncture wound.  
We scheduled an orthopedic 
evaluation and surgery to 
fix her leg but there was a 
complication; when blood 
work was done, her kidney 
values were off the chart 
indicating kidney failure or 
some toxin in her kidneys.  
Carley was only one year 
old so this was unusual. We 

called the South Dakota people to get more 
information and found out that when strays 

cannot be easily captured they are shot 
with a tranquilizer gun.  Unfortunately, by 
mistake, a newly purchased triple strength 
tranquillizer gun with enough tranquillizer 
to “take down a buffalo” was used on 
Carley which explained the broken leg and 
the stress to her kidneys.  Carley was given 
fluids to help her excrete the drugs and the 
blood work done two days later was near 
normal.  So, Carley went into surgery, her 
leg was repaired, and she spent two months 
in foster care recovering.  This sweet, 
happy girl has found her forever home.



Memorials & Honorariums
Donations were made to Second Chance in memory of or in honor of the following human and animal friends:
In Loving Memory

In Honor Of

Second Chance is in need of:
• Foster volunteers
• Gift cards for Petco, Target, Office

Max, Fleet Farm, Chuck & Don's
• Gas cards
• Copy paper
• "Forever" Postage stamps
• Bones (rawhides, knuckle bones,

nylabones), Kongs
• Dog nylon buckle collars 8"-16" (not

snap)
• Monetary donations

“Animals are such agreeable friends; they ask no questions, they pass no criticisms." 
       — George Eliot

Debi Wobig by Gloria Carlson
Mary Jo by Carter Holbrook
Eric Savard by Elizebeth Koffel
Jerry Adolphson by Pat Adolphson, Nancy Minion, 
Lynne Olson, Bob Adolphson, Jim Adolphson
Don Houlding by Dorothy, ‘Nelson’ & ‘Snickers’ 
Houlding
Dori by Susan Gagnier
Mark Stabenow’s birthday by Tim & Linda Conely 
& Family
Donita Hiltunen by Don & Bonnie Hiltunen
John Berg by Barbara Baber
David Lawler by Evelyn Williams, Jessica Palmer-
Denig, Erin Adams, Barb & Ken Yanish, Paul & 
Marcia Cibula, Susan & Paul Damon, the Ecklein 
Family, Katherine Barrett Wiik, Roy Spurbeck, 
House Paws Home Veterinary Care
Cy Erpelding’s birthday by Peg Erpelding, Mary 
Erpelding, Amy Stoecker
David Lawler by Kathleen & Stephen Taranto
Shirley Cagle by Emer & Beth O’Connor-Keller and 
‘Kelsey’
Ann Bokovoy by Jane Martz
Vernon Gauron by Colleen Gauron, Dawn Knorr, 
Heather Ring, Joe Rueckert, Steve Schmidt, Lisa 
Richardson, Richard & Nancy Shaeffer, Roger 
Soltau, Randall & Terry Schafer, Betty Wentworth, 
Roberta Anderson, Elizabeth & Larry Senrick
Sue Cernohous by Susan & Robert Berg
My parents by Joyce Hagensick
Judith Reiss by Louise Yim
Greg Jeans & ‘Rio’ by Jane Martz

Claude Benavides’ birthday by Gail Stremel
Dace Trence’s birthday by Gail Stremel
Jessica Pearson by Teresa Thompson
Second Chance Volunteers by Margie & Earl 
VanBerkom
Sharon & Joseph Soderlund by Joseph Soderlund
Dace Trence by Med-IQ
Tina Galvin by Teresa Thompson
Tom Durdall by Theresa Froncak
Gail Stremel by Bob & Judy Reuss, Robert Stanich
Mary Lou Rasmussen by Ann Hagestad
Gary & Mary Johnson for Christmas by Vicky 
Rehak 
Ann Hagestad by Ray & Mary Lou Rasmussen
Peg Erpelding for Christmas by Martha Erpelding 
& Steve Kratochwill, Mary Erpelding, Amy Stoecker
Cathie Perrault by Linda Bisdorf
Erica, Carrie, Mike, Cara, Katelyn, & Rob for 
Christmas by Sarah Larson
Rita Klingelhut by Patti Miklas
Second Chance volunteers by Jane Martz
Dr. Carolyn Fletcher by Judith Fletcher
Katherine Lehmann Vereide by Charlie Lehmann
Ron Chlebeck by Denise Henderson
Mike Bier for Christmas by Jan Bier
Jim & Connie Anderson by Tim & Colleen Nornes
The Decker Family by Patricia Gust
Gail Stremel by Janey & Mike Guzman 
Kalla Kalloway by Linda Shaw
Second Chance foster Rita Klingelhut by Mary 
Alden
Matt & Nate Stabenow for Christmas by Dave & 
Susan Sumner

Karen Winship by Julie & John Henricksson, Ray & 
Bill Bosshardt
Margot Miller by Marilyn & Patrick Ryan
‘Petey’ by Tami Eichman
‘Zack’ Stremel by Dace Trence & Claude 
Benavides, Don Gemberling, Janet Anderson
‘Merlin’ by Loretta Neumann
‘Nikko’ Brown by Kalla Kalloway
‘Chico’ by Vicki Drake
‘Dusty’ by Christine Johnson
‘Max’ Stenerson by anonymous
‘MollyCat’ by Melissa Swanson
‘Rusty’ & ‘Molly’ by Karen & Jim Pijanowski
‘Sherman’ by Heather Mittica
‘Tatum’ by Annie Green
‘Winnie’ & ‘Ella’ by Anna & John Martinez
‘Shelby’ by Mary Sandok & Peter Seymour
‘Cinder’ by Tahne Aarnes
‘Princess’ by Nancy Minion, Peg Erpelding, Kathy 
Korf
‘Abby’ by Ruth Nelson
‘Bailey’ by Eileen & Thomas Mega
 ‘Taz’ by Shirley & Mike Seubert
 ‘Gabby’ by Marlene Burgess
 ‘Emma’ by Susan Gagnier
‘Teddy’ by John & Kathy Kincaid
‘Al’ Sills by Donna Westerling
‘Charlie’, ‘Kyloe’, ‘Terry’ & ‘Trudy’ by Christy 
Novak
‘Ella’ Amoth by Carol Stabenow
‘Cooper’ by Ann & Mark Paparella
‘Big Bo’ Galvin by Kalla Kalloway

‘Thor’ by Leota Scott
‘Cody’ by Chris Morris
‘Jasper’ by Jim Mihalek
‘Dusty’ by Christine Johnson
‘Blue’ Haugen by Dave & Susan Sumner
‘Chester’ by Peg Erpelding, Martha Erpelding
‘Rogan’ by Bill & Pam Amberg
‘Stella’ by Ann Gosack
‘Mandy’ Radcliffe by Leslie Johnston
‘Ruby Tuesday’ Naughton by Char Vaughan
‘Princess Tia’ Oltmanns by Leslie Johnston
‘Trygg’ by Judith Johannessen
‘Chauncy’ by Janiene Schultz
‘Ruby Tuesday’ Naughton by ‘Maggie May’  
Vaughn
‘Taz’ Wahlberg by Gail Stremel
‘Toffee’ Larson by Kim Gauron
‘Maggie’ Labbe by Kim Gauron
‘Homer’ Nestrud by Jane Martz
‘Grover’ Schroeder by Carol Stabenow
‘Norman’ by anonymous
‘Alvin’ Wussow by Kalla Kalloway
‘Smokey’ by Kristen Olsen, Nancy Minion
‘Ellie’ Mittica by Carol Horn
‘Dudley’ by Gail Stremel
‘Libby’ Stoecker by Martha Erpelding, Peg 
Erpelding
‘Codybear’ by Lisa Vernick
‘Daisy’ Noone by Donna Westerling
‘Russell’ Miley by Donna Westerling
 ‘Sarah’ Erpelding by Peg Erpelding
‘Shilo’ by Earl & Margie VanBerkom
‘Max’ by Brother Kevin Brutcher

Carol, Matt & Nate Stabenow by the Conely 
Family
Mary Johnson’s birthday by Vicky Rehak
Carol Juelfs by Gail Stremel
Gail Stremel’s birthday by Sharon Lovo, Jane Kipp 
Kotewa, Dace Trence & Claude Benavides
Don Gemberling’s birthday by Jane Kipp Kotewa, 
Dace Trence & Claude Benavides
Peg Erpelding’s birthday by Martha Erpelding, 
Mary Erpelding, Amy Stoecker
Gary Johnson’s birthday by Vicky Rehak
The groomers who help rescue animals look & feel 
better by Gail Stremel
Nancy Larson’s birthday by Louis Yim
Ron Chlebeck by Donna Boreen
Violet Hage’s birthday by Laura Hage
Don Gemberling by Gail Stremel
‘Coco’ & ‘Hannah’ by anonymous donor
‘Quizzer’ & ‘Cody’ by Carole Lawson
‘Annie’ by Kait Rudh
‘Bennie’ by Kathleen George
‘Benson’ by Terri Burnor
‘Boo’ by Debra Bennett
‘Ceiba’ & ‘Suga’ by Michele Kelley
‘Chairman Mao’ by Cristina Youngren
‘Hannah’ by Linda Campbell
‘Jack’ & ‘Max’ by Johnny Hyatt
‘Leah’ by anonymous
‘Mikka’ by Ashley Erickson
‘Percy’ by Julie Mattson
‘Shadow’ by anonymous
‘Shaney’ by anonymous

‘Jesse’, ‘Kirby’ & ‘Cooper’ by Mary Sandok & 
Peter Seymour
‘Charlie’ by Robin Martin
‘Sunny’ by Erin Carter & Terry Carr
‘Muffin’ by Daniel Dziekciowski
‘Percy’ by Julie Mattson & Family
‘Trygg’ by Judith Johannessen
‘Georgia’ by Linda Bisdorf
‘Thor’ Haugen by Carol Stabenow
Buck’ by John & Kathy Kincaid
‘Bear’ & ‘Buddy’ Holbrook by Charles Kengla
‘Darby’ by Susan & Larry Hibbs
‘Jessie’ by the Leeves Family
‘Brandy’ Stabenow by Dave & Susan Sumner, the 
Conely Family
 ‘Buddy’ Bodell by the Conely Family
‘Thor’ Haugen by the Conely Family
‘Grover’ by Bradley & Susan Johnson
 ‘Buddy’ by Doris Williams
‘Gladys’ by Nancy Powers
‘Trixie’ by Patti Fastner



 Our adopters who saved a life!
 All of our individual contributors
 All of our volunteers who foster, transport, solicit supplies, work at events, and more
 The veterinarians who work with our program: Hillcrest Animal Hospital, Hudson
Road Animal Hospital, Life Care Animal Hospital,  Mendakota Animal Hospital, Oak 
Grove Animal Hospital, South Shore Veterinary Hospital
 Petco Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
 Richard Newman Foundation
 The First Impression Group for generously donating the printing of our newsletter
 The impound facilities that allow us to rescue animals who otherwise would be
euthanized
 Petco for donations and hosting our monthly adoption events
 The following companies for food and supplies:  Science Diet, Northland Natural Pet,
Raw Bistro Pet Fare, Goldwood Kennels
 Target Stores in Cottage Grove, Fridley, and North St. Paul for food and supplies
 Top Line Clips for dog grooming
 All the adults, kids, groups and businesses that have made dog and cat toys and beds,
raised money for the animals, and held food drives

A  Big Thank You To: Employer Giving Campaigns
Did you know that you can designate 
Second Chance Animal Rescue as a 
recipient of your donations if your work 
has a giving campaign?  Just write in 
“Second Chance Animal Rescue” along 
with our address “P.O. Box 10533, White 
Bear Lake, MN 55110” as a designated 
organization, and your payroll deductions 
will come to us through that foundation.  
The majority of the foundations have 
places to write in your preferred nonprofit.

Matching Gifts
If your employer has a matching gift 
program, you can designate Second 
Chance as the recipient if you make a 
donation (either monetary or hours of 
service) and they will match it.  

Amazon Smile
Shop at www.smile.amazon.com and 
Amazon will donate a percentage of your 
purchase to Second Chance! Be sure to 
select Second Chance Animal Rescue, 
White Bear Lake, as the nonprofit. 

Thanks for considering Second ChancePlanning on Moving?  Please send us a note with your new address so we can update our records.

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
P.O. Box 10533
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0533 
651-771-5662
www.secondchancerescue.org

2016 Adoption Events 
Saturdays 11:00am - 2:00pm 

Petco in Roseville

View animals available for adoption at: 
www.secondchancerescue.org

January 16
February 13
March 12
April 09
May 14
June 11

July 16 
August 13 
September 17 
October 15 
November 12 
December 10

Become a "FAN" of Second Chance Animal Rescue on Facebook




